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'To the Honourable Committee appointed 
by the 


PARLIAMENT 


To Inquire into the late Dreadful Burning 
Of the 5 


Ciry of London. 


TOGETHER 


| With other INFORMATIONS touching the / 
Infolency of POPISH PRIESTS on JE- 
HULITES; and the INCREASE of PO- | 
PERY, brought to the Honourable Committee 


e Parliament for that purpole. 
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PORE ET POTENT ETeree® 

LONDONS Conſumption by F IR E. 


Pon the ſecond of September 1666. the Fire began in Loudon, 
VU at one Farrjners Houſe, a Baker, in Pudding Lane, be- 
rween the hours of one and two in the morning, and. con- 
' tinued burning until the (ixth of September following; conſuming, 
- 8s by the Surveyors appears in print,three hundred ſeventy three 
- Acres within the Walls of the: City of London, and fixty three 
Acres three Roods without the Walls. There remains ſeventy five 
Acres three Roods yer ſtanding within che Walls unburnt. Eighty 
nine Pariſh Charches, beſides Chappels, burnt, Eleven Pariſhes 
within the Walls yet ſtanding. Houſes burnt, thirteen thouſand 
two huncred., | 


Fonas Mas < 
Per 3 > alph G atrix + Surveyors 


Upon the eighteenth of R_—_— 1666, the Parliament came 
together : And upon the 25ch of the ſame month, the Houſe of 
Commons appointed a Committee to enquire into the Cauſes of the 
late Fire, before whom the following Informations were given 
in;and proved before the Committee;as by their Report will more 
clearly appear, bearing date the rwo and twentieth of January 66. 
And upon the eighth of February following, the Parliament was 
prorogued ; Before they came to give "their Judgement there- 


(#4) 


© Die Martis 2 Septembris I 6 6 be 18Caxr. 2. 


Reſobved,, &c, 


e 


TJ in Commirtee be appointed 4edintyife into the Cayſes of 


and thav it be reterred to 


che* lite Fire, 


Sir Charlzs H arburd. 
Mr, Sand)... 

Col.. Birch. 

Sir Robert Brook. 


Sir 7 homas Littleton... 


Mr, P YI, ; 

Mr. Tarete: 

Sir Solom,: Smale. 

Sir 7 hon onil ns. 

Mr. Seymonr. : 

Mr, F inch. 

_ Ter bert, 
SF G4 Hiea 

Mr./1 itt» _ 

Sir Richard F ord. 


| Hy Mz. C 


| Mr. Rob. Miftward: 


Sir Pilliam Lowther 
Sit Richard V uiley. 
Sir Rowland Berkley 
Sir Thawas Ahern, 
Mr.» horwood, 
WITS rs 

Serj. Afammart, f 
Sh J-. FT albit, * 
.. Mr. Mo: ley, 

Mr, Garrawap. 

. Sir. Frau, Gayar ich. 
: C0. Strargways. 

Sir E {ward M fey 
rE. im. vm a 


Sir" Robert Athing, ſ 
Sir Thomas Gower: © 


/ Mr. T rewor. 


S'r 7 homas Clifford. 
Sir Hz, C4{ar. 
Str To" Monſon, 
$11 Job Charlton... 
Icr.i 4:cram. 

Mr. Pens. 

Sir Richard Everard. 
Mr. Crouch. 

Mr. 1 -rrel. | 

Sir il. Flick man, 
Sir Richard Brown, 


Mr. aynard. 


Arid they aretb meet tomorrow atiwo of the ſock in the after-. 
noon, in tle ypeakers G ANDEP 3.3nd to fend for Perſons, ;Papers, 
af Records. ef 1 : 

| pi #-l. Goldecbrongh, Cier. Doms Com. 


| | | Ofeler ads. 5: 

O'de: ed; Th at theſe Members tollowing be added to the "7 
mit:ee appointed to inquire into the Caures of the late Fire, Y;z. 
'S: r Jobs Pelham, Mr. ugh B=ſcomen , Mr. Giles Hungerford, Sir 
wWiliam Lewis, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Sit Fohn Brampſlone, Mr, Mil- 
ward; Mr. Buſcowen ; and all the Memuers that ſerve for the City 


of 2 aes, 


Will G olderbrough, Cler, Dom, Com, 
Ofober 
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=” Olfabey 16. 2668. Eo TE EE 
' Ordered, That Mr. Davies, Sit Tho. Higgias Me. St. Fohn, Sir 
Richard Franklin, Sir Tho, Tomkins, Mr. Devereax, Mr. Mllards 


'* Mr. Lews, Mr: Dowdesmell, Sir James T hyn, Sir Edam. Pierſe, Mr« . 


Coleman, Sir Tho, Alles, Mr. Giles Hungerford, Mr. Churchil, be 
added to the Committee appointed to inquire into the Cauſes of 
the late Fire: | 


will. Golzesbrouoh, Cler, Dom. Com. . 


THe Honourable Committee; according tothe fore-mentioned 
& roers of the Houſe, did meet in the Speakers Chamber,and 
having clofen Sir Roberr BY»»þ for their Ciairman, proceeded to 
receive many coniudcrable Informations from divers credible Per- 
ſons, abour the matter where with they were intrulted, and there- 
upon did at lf a>ree that Sir Robert Brook ſhould make the inſuing 
Report co tie Hunvurable Houte of Commons, 


mm —— RD, 


The Report of Sir Robert Brook, Chairman to the 


. Committee that was appointed by the Houſe of Com- 
mons toingulire into the Þ iring ofthe City of Lon- 
m7 made the Two and Twentieth of January, 


T'\ a Eetcer from Alarſon, of the 23 of Auguſt, 1666. New Stile, 
writien from one Daral toa Gentleman lodging inthe Houſe of 


-one.of the Minitters of the Frencii Church in Lo1aonycalled Moun- 
11, bode 


fiear Herault, There were theſe expreſſions s , +. © 1 o 
« Pray acquaint me with the Truch of certain. News which. is 
«© common 1n this Conntrey, That a Fire fom Heaven is fallen up- 
& ona City called Belke,Hhrrated on the fide of the River of T hames, 
© where a world of People have been killed and bu-nt,and- Houſes 
«& alſo conſumed : Which ſeemed a word of Cabat,cait out. by ſome © 
rj | thag 


that were knowing, and others that might be ignorane of the fignt- 
fication of it. - Rt ; | | : 

Mris. .El:zabeth Styler informs, That in Apr, in an 
difcourſe {he had with a French Servant of Sir F'ere Fan, he baſti 
replied, To Engliſh Maids will like the French men better, when there 

Is not a Houſe left between Temple-Bar and London-Bridge. To 
which ſhe anſwered, I hope your Eyes will never ſee that : He re- 
plyed, Thi will come to paſs between June and Oftober. 

William Tiſdale informs, That he being about the beginning of 
Fly ar the Greyhound in St,/farims,with one Fitz-Harry an Iriſh 
Papilt, heard him ſay, There would be a ſad Deſolation in Septem= 
ber, in November a worle, in December all would be united into one. 
Whereupon he asked him, Where chis Deſolation would be 2 He 
anſwered, [n London. 

Mr. Light of Katcl;ff, having ſome diſcouſe with Mr. Longhoyne 
of the Middle-Temple, Barriſter, (reputed a zealous Papiſt) about 
February ---65 lait, after tome diſcouſe in diſputation about Reli- 
Sion, he took him by the hand, and ſaid to him, Tow expel} preat 
things in Sixty Six, and think that Rome will be deſtroyed, but what 
zf it be London ? | | WE ee co, 

Mr. Kitley of Barkin in Eſſex, informs, That one Mris. Yaulyya 

| Papiſt, of - /{ford in the faid Connty,: came unto his Houſe, Auguſt 
the 13th, and being indiſcourſe wich his Mother, ſaid, They ſay the 
»ext Thurſday will be the hotteſt day that ever was in England, She 
reptied, 1 hope che hotceſt ſeaſon of the year is now paſt :' To which 
ſhe anſwered, / know not whether it be the hotteſ> for Weather or 
for Aion, This Mris. Tazly coming to the ſame Houſe the Week 
' after the Fire, Mr. Kiley ſaid ro her with ſome trouble , I have 
often thou;ht of your hot Thurſday : To which ſhe replied, 
It was not indeed upon the Thurſday, but it a” pe «pon the Sunday 
was ſennight after. Mris. Yazley — If 


\- 


is Evidence produced 
ainſt her, endeavoured to avoid the wor laying, That upen'the 

I 3th of Auguſt ſhe did cell Mris. Kitley, That they fay the nex. 
T hurſday will be the darkeſt T harſday that ever was in England, but 
not otherwiſe ; which ſhe affirms to have received from one Finch- 

, man, an old Woman of ford, who being examined by a Juſtice of 
Peace, to diſcover the truth thereof, denied that ſhe eyer ſaid any. 
..ſuch words to Mris. Tazt{y, or that ſhe had: diſcourfed with her a- 
: bout 
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* Mrs, 7az/y denies.ever to bave ſpoken them 5 Bur Mr. Kith of- 


fered in her preſence ( if ic ſhould be demanded )to bring his Mo=" 


ther and Wife. to teſtife the ſame. : 


William Dacket Eſquire,aMember of the Hou ſe, Informs, Thar - 


one Henry Baker of Chippenham.in the County of Fs , coming 
from Market with one Jobn #/oodman of Kelloway inthe ſame Conn- 
ty » the Thurſday before the Fire began in Loydox, they had ſome 
diſcourſe about the buying of a Yoke of fat Bullocks, wherein they 


differed , becauſe #oodmarn who was to ſell them was deired to . 
keep them a while in his hands; But the ſaid 7oodman Cenied fo to + 


doe, for that as he alleadged, he could not ſtay in the Country till 
that time which Baker would haye them celivered to him in, and 
being asked whether he was going, he refuſed to tell, Aking 
what he had to do to make. thar. queltion ; Burt ridings a little fur- 
ther , the ſaid #/odman expreit theie words. You are brave Blades 
at Chippenham , you made Bonfire: lately far beating the Datch , But 
ſince you delight iv Borfires, you (hall have your Bellies full of them 
ere it be long , Acding, 7 bat if ve lived one Week longer , he ſhould 
ſee London a3 fad « London, a ever 3t was fince the World began. And 
3» fore ſhort tins: after , he ſhould ſee as blody a time, as ever was, 
fine; England was England, Tus diſcourſe was not much taken no- 
tice of at that time it was ſpoken, But when the City of London was 
' Burnt , the faid Henry Baker gave this Information to the ſaid Mr. 
Dacket, and t1ereupon he iflued out his Warrant to apprehend 
Woodman , but he was gone oat of the Country , and cannot be 
heard of fince. . 

Robert Hub:rt of Rean in Normandy , who acknowledged that 
he was one of thoſe that fired the houſe of 21r. F arryner. a Baxer 
in Pudding-Lane , from whence the Fire had its beginning , con- 
fefled, that he came out of Fraxce with one Srephen Pied/oe about 
four months before the Fire , and. went into Sweden with him , 
where he alſo ſtaid with him as his Companion for months, and 
then they came together into Eg lard in a Swed;ſh Ship called the 
Skipper , where he Raid on board with the ſaid Pei/oe till that Sa- 
_ turday night, in which the Fire brake our. When Peidloe taking 
him out of the Ship , carried him into Pudding-lare , and: he being 
earneſt to know whether he would carry him, he would not ſatis- 
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fie himtill he had brought him to the place ; and then he'to[d him; 
that he had brought three Balls , and gave him'one of thein 'to | 
throw into the houſe , And he would have been further ſatisfied-in. 
the deſign , as he ſaid , before he wonld execute: it : But Pejdlos;/ 
was ſo impatient that he would not hear him , and then' hedid the 
Fat, which was, That he pur a Fire-ball at tie endof a long Pole, 
and lighting it with a piece of match, he put it in at a' Window , 
and [taid til] he ſaw the houſe in a Frame. He confeſſed that there 
ous Three and Twenty Complices , whereof Pejdlve was the 
hief. FLA pe ets 
r. Graves a French Merchant living in St. ary Axe, Inform- 
ed this Committee, that he had known Hubert ever lince he.was. 
four years old, and hath ever obſerved him to be a perſon of a miſ- 
chievous inclinacion, and therefore fic for any villanous enterprize; 
And becauſe of his knowledge he had of him, he wear to vint him 
in Priſon, where when he ſaw him, he could not. but commiſe- : 
rate the condition whereinto he had brought himſelf, And: tor ls 
better diſcovery of the FaF , he told him the faid Hubert ,. that he 
did not believe he had done that of which he confeſled himſelf 
Guilty ; To which Hubert replyed , 7's Sir, / am Guilty of it , and 
have been brought to it by the 1ſtigation of Monfienr Peidloe z, But 
not out of any malice to the Engliſh Nation , but from a deſire of ' Re- 
ward , which he promiſed me upon my Keturv into France, . pen] 
It i obſervable , that this miſerable Creature who confeſſed him- 
ſelf to the Committee to be a Proteitant , was a Papit , and. dyed. 
ſo. And as for the aforeſaid Pe;4lce.the ſaid Mr. Graves informed, 
that he had had a full knowledge of him, and knew him to be a very 
Deboiſt perſon , and apt to any wicked Deſign. Moreover for a 
Clear conviction of the Guilt of the aforeſaid Hubert, Mr. Low-:' 
2a, the Keeper of the White-Lyon Priſon was aprointed to ſet him 
upon a horſe, and togoewith him , and to ſee if he could find out 
the place where he threw the Fire Ball. Upon which, Tabere with 
more readineſs than thoſe that were wel acquainted with tize'place, - 
went to Padading-lane,unto the very place wiere-thetonje that was 
firſt Fired,ſtood, faying here itood the houſe.The Jaylor:endeavours. 
ed-to draw him from that belief,” and put him npon .feeking for 


_ 
» 


* ſome other place, But he politively:per6fted in what he had firttSard;; 


and affirnied that:to ave been che ſfaid:Houſe. It being intimates to» 
| the 
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Committee , That notwithſtanding the Confeſſion of the ſaid H#- 
bert it was confidently reported, that the Fire in the forementioned 
F arryners houſe began by accident. The Committee therefore ſent 
for him the ſaid F arry»erbefore them,who being ex2mined, ſaid, That 
it was impoſTible any-Fire ſhould happen in his houſe by accident ; 
For' he had afcer Twelve of the-Clock that night , gone through e- 
very Room thereof, and found no Fire, but in one Chimney , 
where the Room was paved with Bricks , which Fire he diligently 
raked up in:Embers. He was tizen asked whether no'Wtndow or 
Door might let in wind to difturb thoſe Coals 2 He affirmed: there 
was no poſſibility for any wind to.diſturb them : and that it was ab- 
ſolutely ſec on fire of purpoſe, * . ON & Ks 

D awes Weymanſel Etq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace, 
informed, That he ſaw a man apprehended in the time of the Fire 
near the Temple, with his Pockets ſtuft with combuſtible matter? 
made of Flax, Tow, and ſuch-like materials. p 

Door Job» Packer informs, That he ſaw a Perſon in the time of 

the Fire, throw ſome combu? ible matrer into a Snop in the Old Bay- 
ley, which he rinks vas che Shop of an Apothecary ; and that im- 
mediately thereupon he ſaw a great fmoak, and ſmelt-a /mell-of 
Brimſtone, Tie Perſon that did this, immediately ran away ; but 
vpon the out- cry of the People he was taken by thz Guards. 
Mr. Rendal, Mr. Haſiem, and Mr. H umpry Bowyer, do all agree, 
That they ſay a perſon flinging ſomething into a Houſe near St. An- 
tholin's Church z and that thereupon the Houſe was on fire, and the 
ſmoak thereof infeſted the adjacent Houſes And when this was 
done, there was No Fire near the place, 

Mr. Michael! March, an Officer inthe Trained Bands in a Com=- 
pany of Sir Aichard Browns, apprehended a Wall-9: inthe time of 
the Fire at the Nags Head iti Leaden- hall-Street, with an inſtrument 
like a dark Lanthorn, made (as is conceived ) to lay a Train of 
Powder, and it was filled with Gun-Powder. There were two 
more of the ſame Nation in his company.. | They being asked to 
what uſe they employed the ſame Inſtrument, would give no Ac- - 


count theteof, - | SIT 
Newton Killingworth Eſq; informed, That he apprehended a per- | 
ſon during the Fire, about whom he found much combnſtible matter, 
and certain black things of a long fi g4re, Which he coald not indure Fy 
| | B ho 


_ 


hold in his hands, by reafon' of their Hh heat, This Perſon 

was ſo ſurprized at firſt, that he would not anſwer toany queſtion ; 

Burt being on his way to Phite-hall, he ated the part of a Mad-man, 
and ſo continued white he was wich him, 

Sir Jobn Maynard, a Member of this Houſe, affirms, Bhat he had 

ſome of that combuttible matter in his hands ; and though it were in 
irs natural ſubfiance, and unfired, yer the heat of it was ſcarcely to 
be endured by the touch. 

Mr. Freeman of Southwark Brewer, (whoſe Houſe was lately fie 
red) informs, That on che day his Houſe was fired, (about a quarter 
of an hour before that happened) a Paper with a Ball of Wildfire, 
containing near a pound weight wrapped in ir, was found in the 
N ave of a Wheel, in a Wheelers yard, where lay a great quantity of 
Timber. How his Houſe was fred, he knoweth not ; but this he af- 
firmed to the Committee, That it coutd not be by accident, becauſe 
rhere had not been any-Candle or Fire in the Houſe where che Hay 
lay, that whole day 3; and that che Hay being laid in very dry, and 
before M:idſommer, could not poſſibly be ſer on fire within ir ſelf. 
Moreover ix faid, That the Hay-loft was en fire on the top of the 
Houſe, and chat the Fire ſpread from one end of the Roof to ano- 
ther in an inſtant. 

Mr. Richard Harwood informs, - Tit being near the Feathers 
Tavern by St, Paul's, upon the fourth of Sepremzber, he ſaw. ſome- 

'thins throngh a grate ina Cellar like Wildfire, by the ſparkling and 
ſpitting of 4t he could judge it to be no other 3 Wiereupon he gave 
notice of it to ſome Souldiers that were near the place, who cauſed 
it co be quencued., 
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] had order from the C ommittes to aoguarnt you, T hat we traced ſe- 
waral Perſons apprehended upon ſtrong ſufpition, (during the Fire) to 
the Guards, but cauld not make further diſcovery of them. 


Thus far was the Report : What follows was gruen in ta 


the Committee , but nt by them Reported to the 
Houſe at that time, 


In. 


a"). 


'7 obedience to an Order direfted_to me, from the TTonourable 

Committee of the Houſe of Commons , then ſitting in the Spear 
hers Chamber, of the ſecond of October, 1666. I did carry Robert 
Hubert ro Sr. Katharines Tower by Water, ro let me know the place 
where the Swediſh Ship lay, that brought him and other Frenchmen 
from Stockholm, and he brought me to the Dock over-againſt Hr. Cor- 
ſellis bis Brew-houſe, and did then verifie to me and Mr-Corlellis, 
That the Ship lay there, until ſuch time as he, with Mr. Peidloe and 
ethers, did go (> ſet fire t2 a Houſe. And thi Hubert 41d then farther 
ſay, That 1r. Peidloe did fix two Fire-Balls to a long Pole, and put 
them into a Window ; and that he the ſaid Robert Hubert did fire one 
in the ſame ma'xer, and put it in at the ſame Window. But with all 
the inquiry ard dil:gence that I could uſe, I could neither find nor hear 
of any ſuch Veſſel. And from thence 1 carried the ſaid Robert Hubert 
to Tower-Hill, and did then deſire him to hew me the Houſe that they 
did fire, and he ſaid, That it was near the Bridge, So we went along 
Thames- Street towards the Bridge ; bnt before we came to the Bridge, 
the ſaid Robert Hubert ſaid, T hat the Houſe was up there, (pointing 
with bis hand up Pudding.Lane : So T bid him go t» the place, and be 
went a'o"g upon the Bricks aud Rubbiſh, and _ a ſtand: Thenl did 
ah one Robert Penny, a W1ine- Porter, which was the Bakers Houſe, 
and he told me, That was the Houſe where the aforeſaid Roberc Hu- 
bert food. So TI went ro Robert Hubert, and food by hiwr,and turned 
my back towards the Bakers Honſe, and demarded of him which houſe 
zt was that he fired, (direfting to other Houſes contrary to that Houſe) 
But he turnivg himſelf about, ſaid, This was the Houſe, ( pointing to 
the Bakers Houſe that was firſt fired. Then by reaſon of his lameneſs 
I ſet him on a Horſe, and carried him to ſeveral other places, but no 
other place he would acknowledge ; but rode back, again to the Bakers 
Houſe, and ſaid again, That that was the Houſe, {pointing at the Ba- 
kers Houſe. And this I do humbly certifie to this Honozrable Committee, 


By me John Lowman, Keeper of his Majeſties 
County-Goal for Surrey. 


B 2 | SIR, 


__”” 


_ 
Penn 
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; SIR, | 
HE aring that you are Chairman to the Committee for examining the 
. Firing of London, 7 thought good to acquaint you with this In- 
formation that T have received.” , h OE: 
William Champneys, a Harband-maker, now living tipon Horſly= 
Down, was upon 7 #eſday-morning, September the Fourth, 1666, in 


Shoe- Lave, and there met with a Conitable who had apprehended a. 
' Frenciman whom he took firing a Houſe there with Fire-Balls, and 


charged rhe ſaid Champreys to allitt him, who carried the ſaid French- 
man to-Sal;sbury Court,” hoping there to have found a Juſtice 3 but 
finding that place'burning down, returned into FleerFreet, who was 
preſently called upon by the Commander of the Life. Guard,to know 
what the matter was : The Conſtable told him, He had apprehended 
a Frenchman firins a Houle in Shoe-Lane; he examined the Perion 
and committed him to tt e Gaerd, and told the Con{tahle he would 
ſecure him, and carried jim along with him. Tie Conſtable asked 
him whether he ſhonld go a long: with him to give in his evidence : 
He replied, That he had done en vgh, ani might go home. Duc what 
became of the Frenchman, he knoweth not, 8 
* Your humble Servant, 
mo 


Ina Letter dire&ed from Fpſwich, ſor the Honourable Sir R obert 
Brook,. it is, intimated, Tuas avi fe 30th of Auguſt 1665, One of 


the Contable; of Cot;on W,.Hariſmer Hindred, being about the fire 


vey of that Town, avout Hearth money, was told by one Mr. 77ilian 
7 hompſon,a Roman Catholigue in that Town Tat thouth times were 
liketo be fad, yer if he found any Caule to Change hi: Religion, he 
would [ee he (ould not mam © And further ſaid to 11m, What will you 
ſay if you ſhould hear that: Loragy i Burnt? 
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= The Affavits touching a Frenchman that ſaid, There were 


Three Hundred of them engaged in Firing the City. 


T he Irformations of Richard Bound of Sr. Giles in the Field, Tronmon- 
ger, Wi'liam Cotes, Samuel Page, Francis Cogny, Edmund Da- 
kins, a»d Richard Pardoe, taken the eighth day of September 1666. 
by Sir Juttinian Lewen Kn:ght, one of H is Aajeſties Juſtices of the 
Peace for the County of Middleiex, upon Oath, at followeth, 


| | Iz eG faith, That upon Tueſday night laſt,about twelve or 
: one of the clock ,there was a Frenchman brought by the Watch , 
to this Informants Fathers houſe , being at the Sign of the White 
Fart in Kirgſtreet , taxen as a (uſpicious perlon 5 The ſaid perion 
being queſtioned by them , whether he was not one of thoſe rhat 
Eired te City , or had -any hand therein, or any privity or know- 
ledge of any that had defigned the ſame ; or words to that effett : 
The ſaid perſon anſwered a great while ina perverſe manner ; quite 
different from the queition. . Bat being further preſſed , to tell the 
truth , and being cold, tirat if he were guilty , it would be the an- 
Iy way to ſave hislie, He cd at firtt obſtinately deny, that, be 
In: any thts of an, Plot; Wiereupon a Younzman cook the Pf 
{onera d:, tote endottie Room, and aiter ſome private dit- 
courie vet veentiem, tiey botareturned co this Intormant and the 
reſto! re Company , ard tne ſaid young-man ſpake openly ito us, 
in the gearing 01 the Priſoner > Taarthe {aid Frenchman and Prifo- 
ner had Coni:fl-d there were | bree hundred Frenchmen that were in a 
Flit ox ConSpiracy to Fire the City, Upon whici this Informant and 
Ctiters, frake tothe faid Frenci:man in theſe werds , or to the ſame 
effect : Well Monſieur , you have done very well to confeſs what you 


mY 


have dove, and no d1+b butyou may have your Pardon , if you will 


confeſs all you know of this Pt + And thereupon further. asked him , 
Are there no more than three handred perſons in the ſaid Plot ? Hz an- 
ſwered, There are no more than three hundred Perſons, Tien we 
inquired, who they were, and how he came to know they uery 
Three Handred : To which he- would pgiye no dire& anſwer , but 
: pur 
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put it off with other extravagance diſcourſe. And _ asked why 

e came to St. Gyles Pariſh 4 where he was apprehended ) He told a 
Story , that he came from {ſlingto» Fields where his Naiters goods 
were ; But the Goods were nuvw-removed, bur lie could not tell 
whither ; and that his Maſter bid him to goe up and down the Feilds, 
but would not declare upon what occaſion , or for what end he was 
ſoto doe; And being asked whether there were Three hundred per- 
ſons ingaped in this Deſign , or plot , He replied , that there were 
Three bundred ingaged In it, 


T he ſeveral [formations of William Cotes of Cow-lane of Lon- 
don Painter, of Samuel Page of St. Gyles in the F ields Weaver, 
of Edmond Dakins of St. Gyles aforeſaid Bookſeller, of Francis 
Cockney of St. Andrews Holborn , of Richard Pardoe Y;&u- 
aller , taken upon Oath, &c. tend to the Confirmation of the 
foregoing Relation, es. | 
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Anu Extraft of a Letter from Heydlebargh, n the Palatinate, 
September tae 29th, 1666, f 


SIR, 


Y Ours of the ſixth current came on Wedneſday to me, and brought 
me the il Tydings of che B:rning of London conſtantly expeRed, 
and diſcourſed of among it the Feſnits to my knowledge for theſe fifteen 
years laft paſt , as to Happen this Year. Is which they do alſo promiſe 
to themſelves and others the Introduction of the publick Exerciſe of 
the Catholick Religion. Thzs Lerrer was ſent to Mr. Alton , who 
tves in New Gravel-lane in Shadwell, who Negotrates the bu neſs of 
the Palatinate , and will produce the Original , if there be occaſion, 
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| T he Information of John Chisſhull Schoolmaſter in 

| : . ENFIELD, 

'o| Pon Friday, Anguſt che 31ſt. Mrs. Sr, George , and her eldeſt | 

h Daugtiter Suſanna St, George , both Pop:ſh- Recuſants , oo 
22> oe 


| RED i. | $4 
viſit Mrs, Rebecca Eves Widdow, at her houfe in Exfield; where 
ſpeaking cqncerning the Se{fion of Parliament drawing nigh, Mrs, 
St.George told her, That ſome would hereafter be called to account 
for a Plot, Being asked for what? She told her in.her Ear, For Burg. 
ing the City, Mrs. Eves afterwards hearing of the Firing of London, 
(and going to a place where ſhe might behold it)-met with Mrs, $#- 
ſauna St. George, and (amonglt other diſcourſe) told her how much 
her Mothers Words, which the ſpake the Fryday before, did run in 
her thovglts ; which ſhe repeated to her Daughter, who made this 
Reply, That her Mother was very- apt totalk, and that ſhe had been 
faig to keep her Mother wichin doors during the Firegfearing left ſhe 
ſhould talk. | : 

After this, (during the Fire) Mrs, Eves met with Mrs. Cook, ano 
ther Popiſh Recuſant, and of tie ſame Family, to whom ſhe alſo 
related Mrs. St.George her Words ; who made this return, That ſhe 
was a worthy Woman to keep Counſel | 

Alfo the Lady St.George at. Erfield in the Lord of Lincolus Houſe, 
declared to Mrs. Rebecca Eves of the ſaid Town, That within a few 
days the City of London ſhould be laid in Aſhes. This was ſpoken 
about two days before che Fire happered. 
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Mrs, Eves of Enfield, ber E xamination before Mr. Jolliff and 
Afr. Marvel, Decemb. the 20th, 1666. concerning 
Mrs. St. George. | 


Rs. Rebecca Eves of Enfield , three or four dayes, or within a 
Week betore the-Fire, receiving a vilit in her own houſe from 
Mrs. St. George (amongſt other diſcourſes) Mrs, Sr, George askt 
her what News ſhe heard , and asked her if ſhe knew when the Pat- 
liament ſate ? Mrs. Eves replied , ſhe thought ſhortly. sThe oth&& 
asked , if ſhe heard of any that were to be called in queſtion before: 
the Parliament. ; Mrs. Eves faid, about what ? Mrs. St. George ſaid, 
about a Plot. Mrs. Eves asked , what Plot ? Mrs. St. George an- 
ſwered, Ahout Firing the City. Mrs. Eves ſaid, I hope: God will 
preſerve the City , but People uſe not to be queſtioned before the 
Fact be committed. So the diſcourſe was waved for that time. 
At the time of the Fire, Mrs, Eves went our- to look _ the: 
| | | Ee ,. 
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Fite, and mentioning Mrg. S:.George, one inthe Company replyed 

behind her, (but ſie cannot certainly fix the Perſon) 4 prime Woman 
ro keep counſel | Afﬀeer the Fire, Mts. Sr: George her Daughter came 
to Mrs. Eves, who asked her if ſhe remembred what her Mother had 
ſaid-> She ſaid, My Mother is ſuch a Woman ſhe will ſpeak what ſhe 
thinks : Afterwards ſhe faid, That ſhe had much ado to keep her Mo- 
ther jri, at the time of rhe Fire, leit ſhe ſhould ſpeak ſome things 


that ſhe ſhou!d be queltioned for. 


Ac the firlt diſcourſe, Mrs. Eves her Daughter, and others of her 
Family were preſent. Mr. St.George, his Wite and Family, have 
ſince left Exfield, They are all great Papiſts,. and there are mazy 
more inthe Neighbourhood. 
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A Letter dire&ed and ſent by the Polt to Mr. Sammel Thayltor, 
- in Leiceſterſhire , from a perſon unknown, as followeth , 
Dated Ottober I 666. | 


_ MyFriend , 

\'< Oar preſenae ts now more neceſſary at London , than wher2 yea are, 
| that you may determine how to diſpoſe of your eſtate, in: Soutiiwarks 
For its determined by Humane Council ( if not fruftrated by Divine 
Power that theSuburbs wil ſhortlybe deſtroyed.?'our capacity rs large 
enough to underſtand, Proceed , as your Genus ſhall inſtruft you, 


_ 


Cave, Cave, Fuge, Vale, 


d Atarday the firſt of September 1666. the day before the Fire in 
CD London, came one rmſtraw from Ireland with a Letter from 
thence , to one Eſquire Holcroft at Eaft- Ham in Eſſex ( being rela- 
ted to that Family by Marriage ) where lie ſupped, After which: he 
asked the Eſq; if he had heard any thing of rhe Firing of London , who 
anſwered No, , But #rmfraw ſaid he would ſhortly, For it was , 
or would be ſo that Night : The Elquire anſwered , if-it were , he 
boped ic might be quenched again ,_ as it had been many a time : Bur 
tymſtraw anſwered No , [t-wonld not be quenthed ; For it ſhontd te 

& #542 ſaid 
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faid of it as of Troy , repeating a Latine Verſe, Nunc Seges eff nb1 
ound; furt , I N Any ai mo where Troy ſtood. This Aiourſe 
was managed pleaſantly by him ,. after which , they went to their 
beds. And inthe morning this #rmftraw inquires earneſtly z whe- 
ther tl ey had heard of the Firing of Londen that Night, they an- 
ſwered,No: But he-prayed them to ſend one of che Family out to 1n- 
quire, and doubtleſs they would hear of it ; Upon which a Meflens 
er was ſent , who brought in Word from a man that travelled upon 
the Road, chat it was on Fire indeed, After Dinner this Xrmſtraw 
deſires his horſe to be ſadled, that he might be gone. The Eſquire 
mtreats him to ſtay till next morning , But he anſwered , if / ſhould 
fray , 1 ſhall ſleep no more this night than 1 did the laſt; Therefore 1 
would go ſce London before its quite Burned , For1 hall never fee it 
more. 


Sunday Morning the Fire being begun in London , a perſon com” 
ing from Deprf.rd , when he came to Barnaby-ſtreet end in South= 
wark_, hears a Woman, cry out againſt a Frenchman for throwing 
Fireballs, he runsafcer him , and lays hold-of him. He asked him 
what Commiſſion he had for ſo doing? He anſwered, that his Com- 
miſſion was in his Cheſt : Tae People coming in, they ſearch'd him , 
and found Fireballs in his Pockets. He was delivered to the Guard 
in Southwark , but heard of no more, 24 

A Citizen being Fired out of his Houſe , had hyred a Lodging n 
Oncens ſtreet in Covent-Garden ; and going up Holborn ( there being 
a Crowd of people ) eps in amongſtthem, and hears a Woman ſay, 
that ſhe had a hand in Firing the Ciry, The people axkt her , whe- 
ther ſhe were an Anabaptiſ ? She ſaid No : Are you an Independent? 
She faid No: Are you a Presbyterian ? She ſaid No : Are you a Ro- 
man Catholick ? to which ſhe would give no anſwer, The Citizen 
asked her , but Mrs, had you a hand in Burning the City ? She an- 
ſwered . what will you have me to ſay ? I have Confeſſed it already ; 
and do deſerve to Dye for it : This ſhe ſaid with great Trembling, and 
ſeemed ro be much troubled. The Citizen inquires for a Conſtable , 
tie people reply , There was one gone for, But a Gallant comes, 
and takes her by the Arm , and leads her away , faying , he would 
have her examined, and forthwith another Gallant cloſeth with him, 
and .tiey both carryed her to the Griffin Tavern in Holborn. The 

| | C Citizen 
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Citizen follows them, to fee the reſult of the bulinefs, But they,with 
the Maſter ofthe Houſe,ſhut out the Company (all but the Citizen, 
ſuppoliag tim to be one of thefr own Company ) but asking one the' 
other concerning him , and finding him not of them, pur him out a- 
gain, Whereupon he goes to the next Cor.pany of $outdiers , and 
piquires for cheir Cap:ain , who replyed, he was not there, but told 
him, Yonder is my Lord Cravex, unto whom the: Citizen repair- 
ed, and acquainted hjs Lordſhip , That there was a Woman appre- 
henced ( and reſcued by a couple of Gallan:s ) tar had Confeſſed ſhe 
had a hand in B:rnins of the City, and was at ſuch a Tavern, 
Whereupoa che Lord Craven called ftoa Captanin the ftreet , and 
ordered i1tm to goe with that Man and apprehend the Woman that he 
ſhould dire&himrco; V Vaereupon he goes with the Citizen , and 
takes her with che firſt Gallant , who ſtood up highly in her defence, 
and carries them both to an Alehouſe on the other Fe of the way. 
The Citizen perceiving that nothing would be done with her, leaves 
1;is name with the Captain , and where he might be found , but was 
never called for, to Juſtifie the words ſpoken by her. 
A Woman ſtanding in #hite-Chappei with a Company about her, 
was askt what the mater was. She ſaid , That ſhe: mer ewo young 
men in that place, and asked them how it was wirh the Fire ; They 
anſwered , [ts now almoF#t ont, if it can be kept ,o, but the Rogues re- 
new it with their Fireballs, Ay faith another Woman , Youns men, 
if you have a heartto ir, you may be hyred to throw F;re balls too ; 
For I know where twenty were hired yeRterday to throw them. _ Ic 
was askt her, What was become of the Woman that ſpake thus ? She 
anſwered, Tifa: ſhe had apprehended her and delivered her to the un- 
der- Beadle of #hite-Chappel-Pariſh. The Woman falling under the 
accuſation (not being able to deny it) there being many Witnefles at 
that time that heard it : S..e was delivered to Sir John Robinſon, but 
heard of I» more, | | 


One from France writes to his Correſpondent in Lordon, to know 
the truth of what was muttered in Pars, Whether London were laid 
in Aſhes or no. The Letter, teing dated a Week before the Fire 
began. | | 


From Surrey in or near Dark», a Perſon in ordinary habit (who 
| br”, was 


(19) | 
was yet obſerved to take place of all the Nobility and Gentry among 
the Papiſts, ſeeing the People of Darkj» mourn for the Burning of 
the Cicy, he ſpake flightingly of it, telling them, They ſhould have 
ſomething elſe to trouble themſelves for, and that ſhortly Darkin 
ſhould be laid as low as Londovy. Whereupon the People made at 
| him, and one Mr. Howard a great Papiſt reſcues him, and ſends him 

away in his Coach to Londzy, This was depoſed before Sir Adam 
Brown, a Juſtice of the Peace and a Member of Parliament. 
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Theſe following Relations (for ſubſtance) were delivered to Sir 
Robert Brooks, Chairman of the Committee, a little before. 
the Prorogation of the Parltamenr. 


4A True Relation made by one of the Grand Jury, at Hicks Hall, at 
a geveral Quarter- Seſsons , preſently after the Fire in London, 
who was npon the Tryal of ſome of thoſe that Fired the City, 


Hat near Yeſt-Smithfield in Cheek: Lave, there was a man taken 
in the very Act of Firins a Houſe, by the Inhabitants and 


Neighbours ; and carrying him away through Sm7irbfield, to have him 


bef re a Juſtice for the Fat committed : The Kings Life-Gnard per- 
ceiying of it, made up unto them, and demanded their Priſoner from 
them, but they refuſed to ſet him go. The Life-Gnard men to!d 
them, Tat he was one of the Kings Servants ; and (aid, /Ps will have 
him ; and thereupon they drew out their Swords and Piftols, and reſ- 
cued him out of the Peoples Hands by force of Arms. 

A Bill of IndiQment was brought again him, and two. or three 
W.cnefles Cid ſwear unto it, and the Bill was found by the Grand Ju- 
ry, who did carry it to the O/d Bayley, and preſented it to the Lord 
Chief J:ſtice ; but it cameto no further Tryal, nor was ever ſeen af- 
ter at the O14 Bayley, ſo far as this Perſon upon his beſt enquiry could 
ever hear or learn. | 
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Concerning 4 Houſe-Keeper at So-hv, who fired his 
tz Dwelling- Houſe, Here: 


L224) 


| he's he ſecured all his Goods in his Garden, and then went in and: - 
fired his Houſe, which when. he had done, he endeayoured co- 
get away out at his Fore-Door. A Neighbour demanded of him who 
had fired his Houſe 2He anſwered, The Devil : Upon that, his Neigh- 
bour bid him-Rand, or he would:run his;Halbert into his Guts :- His 
anſwer was, If you do, there are enough lefr behind me to do the 
work : Whereupon he was ſecured, and a Bjil of Indictment brought 
2gain't him, and about three Witneſles did ſwear to it, and his Son; 
came in asa Witneſs againſt him. He was demanded by the Fore- 
man, What he could ſay as to the firing of his Fathers Houſe 2 He: 
ſaid chat his Father did fire it wich a Fire-Ball. It was demanded of 
bim, Whether he did fire it above Stairs, . or. below ?- He anſwered, 
Above Stairs. The Bill was likewiſe found ; bur the petty Jury be- 
ing to0-much influenced-and over-awed by che L.:C. J.K. did not. 


5 


- ficd him guilty. 


| 
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A Maid was taken. in the Street with two Fire Balls in her Lap ;. 
Some did demand of her, Waere ſhe had them ?: She ſaid, One of 
the Kings L'fe-Guard threw them into her Lap : She was azked Way 
he had not cauſed him to be appreher.ded ? Sue ſaid, Taat ſhe knew _ 

. not- what they were.. Sie was indicted for this, and tae Bill found 
againſt her , and turned over tothe O/d-Bayly , bur no proſecution 


Oo A 
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In the time of the Fire, a Conſtable. rook a Frenchman firing a-_ 
Houſe, ſeized on him, and going to a Magiſtrate with him, met His 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, who asked the reaſon of the tu- 
mult : -One told him that a-Frenchman was taken firing a Houſe ; his 
Highneſs called for the man, who ſpake to him in French : The Duke 
asked, Wito would atteſt it > The Cunftable ſaid, / took him ;n the 
Af, andT will atteft-it, The: Duke took him-into- his cuſtody, and. 
laid, 1wifl ſecure hin, Bur he was heard of no more. 
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On Mandy the third of September, there was a Frenchman'ta= 
ken firing a Houſe ; and vpon ſearching of him, Fire-Balls were 
found about him. ' At which time four of the Life-Guard reſcued 
the Frenchman, and rook him away fromthe People, after their uſual 
manner in the whale time of the Fire. " IE. 


© One Mr. Belland a Frenchman, living at Maribore, who bought 
great ſtore of Paliboard for a confiderable time before the Fire inthe: 
City of Leon, to the quantity. of twenty groſs in one Shop, and 
much more elſewhere, was asked by a Citizen, What he did with all 
chat Paſtboard ? He anſwered, That he made'F ;re-Works for the Kings 
leaſure. The Citizen asked him, What doth -the: King give you? 
ere. lyed, Nothing, onely I have Reſpeits at Conrt : The Citizen. 
ſaid, T ake heed, I1y. Belland, you do not expend your Eſtate, and then 
boſe your ReFpetts at Court, for you are at a great charge. Belland an= 
ſweced, Sir, do you think thu a great matter ? I uſe all this my ſelf ;, 
But if you did ſee all the great quannties I have made elſewhere, in three 
ſeveral places , three, foir, and five miles off, you would ſay ſomething. 
Another time, the Starioner w1tii whom he dealt for the Paltboard, 
being at his Houſe in Mar:bone, and wondring at the many thouſands 
of Fire- Works that lay pi.ed up of. ſeveral ſorts, he ſaid, Ser, do you 
wonder at thu ?- If you (bou!d fre the quantity that 1 have madeelſewhers 
by other men, you would WONDER INDEED. | 
Tae S»»day before rhe Fire began, this Bellard came tothe Shop 
where he wes wont-to buy h:> Pa thoard, but the Stationer being not 
there, he deſired-a Citizen (rhe Scationers Neighbour) to ſpeak to. 
him;and to let-hira know-that he had much wronged himin dif; poin- 
tins him of the fourgroſs of Paſtboard which ke-ſhould have had of 
him, and faid that he ſhould not do his work by. the time ; and tha 
if he had ic not by T =eſday ni-ht, it would come too late, he ſhould © 
have no occaſion-for it after that (which was the-Tweſday night be- 
fore the Fire | Mr. Bellaxd (faid the Citizen) what is the reafon of 
your haſt > Have-you any Sew ſuddenly before the King ?- At which 
he bluſht, and would give noanſwer. Says the Citizen, #hat kind 
of Fireworks do you-make, onely ſuch a4 will crack and run? Belland 
anſwered, ['make of all ſorts ; ſome that will burn and make no crack ad 
all, but will fiy up in a pure Body of Flame, higher than the top of _— 
6 ang. 
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wnd I aver in the Ayre. Sayes the Citifen, Mr, Befland, when you - 

make your Shew, ſhall I fee ic 2+ Yes, ſaid Belava, I promiſe you, and 

pure him his hand ypon it. Which Citiſen, in the time of the Fire, 
ing-upon the Thames.in a Boat, ſaw to his great amazement fun- 

diy bodyes of Fire, burning above the Fire of the Houſes as bigh as, 

| Lair as Pauls, Wavering in the Are, direQly according to Bellands 
eſcription. | : 

Andjfter the Burning of the City , the Stationer and the other 
Citiſen-apreed, to go to Maribone, toſpeak with this Belland; and by 
tie way mec wich his two Maids and his Boy: And laving ſome 
knowledge of them, asked for young Mr. Belland, who told them, he 
was not at home, neither knew they. where be was. Bar che Citi- 
ſens obſerving that they carryed with them Rabbers and Capuns rea * 
dy dreſt, concluded , they were going to lum, and told them fo. 
Wherat, they were Surly. and bid them go look him, for they would 
not tell chem where he was.- Upon that, che Citifensreloived to fol- 
low themand did;till they came to#h1rehall.' The Servants went up 
fairs and down {tairs, on purpoſe to have Io} them, .buc could not, 
for they kept cloſe tothem. And at lait, one of the Mids went co 
a dore and knock'd, Cryins out, They were dogg'd by two men, that 
they contd not be rid of ; With that young Mr. Belland wpered tlie 
dore, ſaying to one of the Citiſens, Sr your Servant, bow do you ds 2 
One'of them anſwered, 'Both [ and many T houſaud Families more are 

_ the worſe for you, for you under preterce of making | ire-werks for the 
King, have Deftroyed a Famous City, and Rumed a Noble People, 
To which Beland replyes, 1 make nothing but Innocest Things, that 
will do no harm; for which, I have a Patent from the King. . But the 
Citiſenanſwered, If th: King gave you @ Vatent, it was but for your 
Yelf::.Who anſwered, No, - Said the-Citifen, 7F-hat made you ther 
to zmploy ſo many men, in fo many places 8 No ſaid Bellaud, I ſet no 
wan to work ,' nether know I any man that makgs of them, bat my ſelf ; 
though he had ofren before ſaid otherwiſe, While they were thus 
diſcourſins, Oid Bellaxd looks'from.under the Hanging, Sir faid he, 
F hear you charge my Son, with Suſpicibnof Burning the City, T'pray you 

ſpeak lowey ( Caſting his eves abotts.fearmng the Ladies paſſing: by, 
mighc hear): and ſaid, M y Sox doth nothing but what be hath a Pat- 

Fort from the King for, and (hal have:an Order, to Sue avy man, that - 

ſhall accuſe bim, And he ſaid y My: Son, 15,9 Priſoner, but Lodged 


here 


as. © 


Gy 
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here, to prevent him from the Rage of the Common People, Well, ſaid 
the Citiſens, 7o# muſt give an Accompt for what you have done. And 
fo they ſhut the dore, upon them, Tue Citifens went and” inquired 
whoſe. Lodgings they, were, and were-told,' they. belonged to, the 
Lidy Role wt, Yeo oa ts Hamel S103 
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The Information of T homas M jddleton Chyrurgion, late 
” Inhtavitant of St. Brides, Longo. by 


I The [aid Thomas Middleton do hereby certifie y that upon the Sue 
day in the Afternoon ( the day wherein the dreadful fire brake aut 1m 
Paudding-Lane which conſumed te City.) bearing the general outcry that 
the City was fired by” Papiſts and Frencit, 1 repaired to the top of 4 
Church Steeple near the Taree Cranes in the Vintrey, where my {elf 
and ſeveral others obſerved the motion of the Fire for two or three hours 
together , and we all took notice , thai the Fire di4 break, forth ont of 
ſeveral houſes , whey the houſes which were then burning were at a good 
difance fr:m them every way,and more particularly I [aw theFire break. 
out from the inſide of St. Lawrence Pountney S:eeple when there was no 
fire nerr it, Theſe and ſuch like obſervations begat in ms a perſwaſion » 
rha; the Fire m4 maintained by dejign. por Munday] repaired ag aun 
no th: City, avd found us the day before that the Fire did break forts bs 
freſh hanſcs «f 4 gr ear ailtance one from another, And as I was return- 
ing home , paſſing through Watling-ſtreet by a Tobaccoe Merchants 
houſe , I {aw the Maſter of the houſe come down ftairs; drivirg a young 
feliow before him, ſejing te him, you Rogue,co you come to Rob me, 
what c:d you do in my Garret?or words to that purpoſe, and puſhed big. 
out of d10r;: All mhich | obſerved; and he (eemed to be a Frenchman, 
w.Ad 4 ſhort black fellow of about 22 jears of Age :, and as ſoon a4 he was 
out of the hou'e,he baving a looſe Coat on.jn a way of privacy, Shufjles 
ſomething under bis Coat, whereupon T laid hold of him, & ſaid Sirrah, 
what have you there ? T he fellow replyed , What is that to you , . the 
Maſter of the Hquſe knows me : 4pon that I athed the Mr. of the 
houſe , whether he knew the fellow , he anſwered , he knew him not. 
Ws hereupon [ ſearched the fellow, 414 found a horn of powder about hmm, 
and as ſoon as the powder was diſcovered, be fell a rubbhig; his hands, 
they Being all black with powder ; He had alſo abont him , 4.book, wo p 
tnle 
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t#l:d The Jewiſh Government, 7 charged bim that he was a French- 

man, becauſe he ſpoke broktn Engliſh ; {2 he denyed it, and did munch 

F aunt bimſelf. There coming a Con#table by with bis Staffe, I Requ;.. 
red bim to Carry hins to Priſon, aud I would aſſiſt him ; So we conveyed 
biz to Old Bridewell, and by the way, the people were ready to kill bing, 
salling bins French Raſcalt. 7 prayed them to forbear, for Tuſtice 
world give him his reward. IT told the fellow he wogld be hanged ; but 
be made ſlight of it, ſaying, Tf T dye my Soul ſhall be Saved, but yours 
ſhall be Damned, And when he was pmt.into Bridewell, 1 deſired that 
he. might be ſecured, and none ſuffered to ſpeak, with him, till he were 
Examinedbefore a Magiſtrate, becauſe the T obarco- Merchants Houſe 
was preſently Burned upon it. . But ſo it happened on the next day, that + 
the Fire came on, and Conſumed my Houſe and Goods, ſo that I was 
forced with my Family to fly into the Conntrey » and what became of the 
Fellow I know not, Old Bridewell being burnt alſo. And under ftand- 
Ing that the Parliament bath appointed a Committee to enquire after the 
Actors in, and Fomenters of that Terrible Fire , I thought good to in- 
form the Honourable fs thereof , T hat they might ſend for the 
Keeper of the ſaid Bridewell, to kuow what became of the Fellow, that 
be might receive Fuftice according to his demerit, Thas much I thought 
wy ſelf obliged to do, as in Duty bound to God and my Country, All 


which I am ready to affirm upon Oath, when I ſhall be thereumo called, 


Tho, Middleton; 
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| ba the time of the Fire, near Bridewell, There was a man ſadly be- 
| moaning the great Loſs he was like to ſuſtain, (the Fire then being 
within five or fix houſes of him ) did beſeech the people for God 
ſake , they haying no goods of their ewn in danger to come in and 
him to throw out Trunks , Cheſts , Beds, 8&c. out at Window, 
having procured two Carts or Waggons to carry them away. Where- 
} 1 ran into his Houſe with ſeveral others, broke down his 
indows, Threw out his Goods, and Loaded the Carts, and there 
beins ſome Interval of time before the return of the Carts, and ſee- 
ins a Room wherein were many books and looſe papers (which ſeem- 
«fo be a Library ) I went in; and took down a book, which pro- 
-yed.to be Ovids Metamorphoſis » and while I was looking upon ity 
"APY Luere 


i 45, 
there came into the ſame Room an Old Man of Low Statare with a 
white Frock, who looked alſo on the book as ic was in my hand, 1 


took him in my mind co be ſome Groom, come out of a Stable, and 


thoughthim to be preſumptuonlly foeliſh, ſuppoſing. ſuch a mean 


like old man ignorant of that Language, in which the book was writ- 
ten, it being Latine ; bur I ſpoke not to him : In the mean time, 


_ there break forth a Fire amongit the Papers which were behind ys, 


there being none in the Room but he and I. . Whereupon the. reſt 
of bt people coming in, Cryed ou, we had ſet the _ on Fire, 
and Ruſhing 1n:ypon as,-put.: ; Fire with chew feer 51 where- 
upon I coolhold of. the CE BE ee Pang under the Throat, 
and faid, how now Fathe?, it'fnrlt etthef be yox' dr 1 tht 'muſt fire 
theſe Papers. There was fmalfthing df « Faok matter which looks 
ed like a piece of a Link, burning, which queſtionle(s ſet fire on the 


Papers, bucic waz immediately crode our. A Tumult of People | 


thronged in; .and when I ſaid how now Father, and took hold of him, 
he ſaid, Parce wihs Domine ; Tac People which did not underfand 
it, Cryed out, he isa French-man kill hin, anJ wich pulling of him, 
his aooah-- 1 fell off ; Taen appeared a bald Scull, and under his 
Frock he had black Cloathes, I think of Biſhop; Satin, whereupon he 
ſeemed to bea Grave &cclefiaick Perſpn. T had much ado to ſaye 
him from the people, bur at laſt brought him before the. Dake 
York : we found in his Pocket a bundle of papers cloſed up wit 

Wax like a Packet, which was delivered to | Dake of York. .I 
know not what was written inthem, neither do-I know what Colin- 
crey-man he was z but me thoughts he looked ſomething Jeſuiticall 
like, This I am certain of, that when I went into the Room ther 

was no fire in ir, and it was fired when there was none buc he and IT 
init, yet I cannot ſay I ſaw him do ic, though I cannot bnt ſufpe& 
he did it, and the rather, becauſe there were ſeveral houſes untouch- 
ed betwixt this houſe, and where the fire was coming on, when, the 
Papers in theLibrary were thus on fire as I have related. Waar became 


of this Fellow after; we had{delivered: him to his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of York, I have not heard. Tres: 


Poa Stewarth, / 
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” Arie FEET appointed ko certifie rufarmations touching 
. . the Inſolency of f. Popiſh Priefts ond Feſuites, and ſhe F 
INCREASE of POPERT, | R 


Ordered, © | 

''Fhart theſe ſeveral Informations proceeded on, i in: purſuince: of & 

che ſaid Power of the Commirree,! be' Reported to the: Houle, in. ' 

refercn.e to the Inſolency of _— Prietts and Jcfuices, and che 
Mereaſe of Popery. 


A tothe Increaſe of Popery, Mr. Harceck Minifter of Ebit: 
moth in Wilts, Informs, Ti-at meeting Wich one Mr-T homp- 
pn, 'abour a Month fince, coming 'from Maſt :'0uT 'of Somer ſet- 
Hoſe Citappel, and diſcourling eo him" of his Rehgion, asked nim 
if-rhere we:e many lately turned fo it > 7 hompſox anſwered, Thog- 
ſands. Ane.being demanded, what incouragement. here was to ity 
ka There would be a C hange CIO" 


4 
1 


Report biCa arringe at the c ommithes” 


" Mr, 7 bompſon Spade ata before this Committee, did be. 
bay e himſelf very inſolently : They have commanded me 7 report 
it.” Beihg acked, Whether he had nor & $1op in Somerfet-H os 
where Popiſh Books and Popiſh: Knackt-wiere fold > He'ſaid 
had ; and chat his Man ſold Fic Books and Bead-s, and other things. 
And dr {het AYE 0M pe Crucifix, no Reliques, but wiſhed he had 
ex ſaid that he was a Romans C atholick, and thanks 
God or it. He ſaid he was no _ but wiſhed he were ina ca- 


pacity 


. 
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| (69)). | 
capicity'to be'one;; He Taid-he had tiot taken the Gith of Kilegi-'? 
ance and Supremacy, nor would do it. He faid that he would take * 
any Oath thar any Chriſtian Pririce ſhould require,bur not the Oath 
of Allegiance, intimating ſome mixcure in ir, He ſaid he had taken 
_ che Oathof Allegiance to the King of Spain,” and was a SubjeRto ' - 


(22 'Y 
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tlie King of 8 pain. | 
One Mr. A(þ a Miniſter , late of Capel! in Surrey, Informed ; 
thar being ar Ca»fielt in Lancaſhire this latt Summer ,- he ſaw great 
Reſort on Sundays to Canfield houſe , the houſe of a Papiſt ; and 
asking ſome that were going thither , what the occafion was of 
their Reſort thither ; they told him, thar rfiey were going to Maſs, 
.and that one Mr. Robinſon a Prieſt did ſay Maſs. FOR _—_ 
-- Mr, Af} did likewiſe Inform', That he thought the Nzmber of 
thoſe that went to Mais , to that houſe on Sw-daysy was as great 
as the Proteſtants thac went to the PariſlChurch, ' Cy, 
One Mr, #elder Deputy Ordinary for Middleſex did Inform , 
' That in his accuftomed attendance onthe Priſoners at Newgate , a- 
bout the times of Execution, Romiſh Priefls , and particularly one 
Mr. HarvyaJeſuite, hath conſtantly uſed to reſort to the Priſon 
at thok times; and doth perſwade che Priſoners to become Pa- 
pits; and that divers have been altered in their Religion by them, 
2nd ttrned to Popery. | _*. 9 "IT. DIVECM 
. : Mr. Potton informeth , That on the 16th. of Oftober , he went 
'to.Newgate , and meeting with onie- Howard ar under-Keeper at 
' the door , deſired to ſpeak with Mr. Hubert the Frenchman , who 
was then condemned. Howard told-him that he could not ſpeak 
wi:hhimyert , for Mr. Harvy the Queen-Mothers Confeiſor, was 
in private with him , and faid , this Harvy uſed frequently to come 
tothe Priſon afrer Condemnation , and that where one' Priſoner 
dyed a Proteſtant, many dyed Papiſts, Mr. Wotton ſaid , that' after 
ſome ſtay , he ſaw Mr. Harvy come out from Mr. Hubert , ang 
then he was admitted to have ſpeech with him. 100008 
. -' Mr. Cawdry Keeper of N ewgate did inform, That, Mr. Fayvy 
the Jeſuite did frequent the Priſon ar: Newgare about \oe times 'of 
Execution, upon the'pretence of the Qreens [Charity , gnd "did 
ſpend-much tithe'vichthe-Priſoners in private; *and particularly; 
did ſo before the laFexecution , night- after 'nighr.”' 'Mr;” Cawadry 
faidilikewiſe of the nine that ſuffered, eight dyed Papiſts, where- 
Dz of 


: 


on f 
ot foorn: hy; Fnaw' er  Prorefiancs when they came: into-the. . 
lope 3 dd FOERA | 
It appeared ypon ſeveral Informations , that Mr. Harvy and o« . 

ther Prietts , did nor only reſort to Newgate at times of Executi- 


- On, bur likewiſe to the bite Lyon 1n Seuthwark , and other places 


_— Country , and uſed their endeayours to perverc Dying Pri- 
ONETS, MR” 

Thomas Barvet late a Papiſt , Informed , That when he was a 
Papiſt , and ceſorted to Gentlemens Houſes in Barkeſhire char were 
Papilts , there was almoſt in every Gentlemans houſe a Prieſt , and 
inttanced in divers private Gentlemen in thac County. Ochers did 
inform the like in S#rrey. | 

Mr. Corman did Inform , That one Mr. Carpenter , late a 
Preacher at Colledge- Hell, did in diſcourſe tell Corman , That the 
Tmdgements of God upon this Kingdom , by the Plague laſt year , and 
lately by the Fire in London, were come npon this Land & People for 
their forſaking the true Roman ( atholique Religion, and caſting ff obe=- 
dience to the Pope. And that if they wonld return to the Church of 
Rome, the Pope would re-build this City at bis own charge. Car- 


; penter ſaid likewiſe to the ſaid Corman, That if be would come and 


hear him preach the next Sunday at his houſe in Queen-ſireet, be 
would give twenty Reaſons to prove , that the Roman Catholique was 
the true Religion , and bus falſe; and that our Bible bad a thouſand 
falfiries init , And that thers was no true Scripture but at Rome and 
thesr Church. | 
Carpenter at the Committee confeſſed , That he had formerly 
taken Orders.from the Church of Rowe, to be a P::;eft , but 
{aid he had.Renounced that Church , and taken Orders in»glard. 
—  Fhe-next thing is the Information of their Inſolency ; and 


. Fſhaſl begin with their. Scorng and DeSþi/ing the Bible. 


One Thomas Williams an Ofhcer in Sir Wilram Bowyers Regiment: 
Informed , That one A(bley a Papiit, ſeeing a Woman reading in a. 
Bible, asked her why ſhe read in that Damneble Precbytegian Bible, 
and ſaid , a Play-book was #8._good.” * | 

T hem a4 Barnet of Bynfilty in Barkeſhire Informed, Fhat being 
at ont Mr. 'owngs houſe ib Byyfield at Bartholomen-tide laſt , Mr. 
Yong ſaidto the Brother of this Thowes , in his hearing , That 
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within raqegrithernþ we 
Rarvet inforga$d further » Thar, being ac /3 houſe: in-' 
Byoficld , Qoe Mr. Thura!, Son-in-law; to Mr. (and 


boch Papiſts ) ſaid to this Informer ( who was then likewiſe a Pa- 
piſt ) « ot a take me for a poor fellow, Buc L ſhall find 8 


« thouſand or. two. thouſand pounds.,.toraile a pari:of/Hocle tor. 


% 


&« make Mr. Hathorns, and Mx. Bulgocky fat Guts lye: oa the Ground. . 
& For it is no more to kill an, Hecetique y than co: killa Grafchop» 


« per : And that it was happy for him , that he was ® Caciulique. 
e« For by that means , He ſhall be one that ſhall be mounced. 


Mr. Linwood a Scrivener.in #hite-Chappel Informed , That a+ 


bout the 20th, of Otober laſt 3 meecing with one Mr. Burks d Pa» 
piſt , anddiſcourſing with him , Br»ks cold him , Taat there was 
among the Papitts as great a Deligh as ever was in England ; and 
he.chought it would be executed ſpeedily. Being asked how many 
Papiſts there might be about Londen, he anſwered, about ſeyen 
thouſand ; and in England , a bundred thouſand were Armed. © 


Mr. Oakes a Phylician.dwelling in Shadwel; Informed 5 That a 
liccle after tne B. raing of Longer , one Mr. Carpenter a Minilter , - 
came to-his houſe on T ower- Wharf, and ſpake to him to this pur- - 


- poſe ». *« T will not ſay that Iam a P-pilt 3 But this 1 will ſay, that 
<« T had rather dye the death of a Papiſt , and that my Soul fhould 
<« be raiſed with their ReſwrreQion ,- Than. Cither be Presbyrerian,, 
© Independent or Anabaptift. And Itell you, :the Papifts have' 
<« hitherto been his Majeities beſt Fortification, | Por when Pref 


& byterian, Independent, and Anabaptilt oppoſed him , Tuen they - 


«(100d by him and helped him. And He is now reſolved to com. 


© mithimſelf into their hands. And ake itupon my word , ina 


<< ſhort time-, rhe Papiſt will lay you aslow as that houſe z. point= 


cc. ;rig to-a houſe that was demoliſh'd ;. For. they .are able:to' raiſe: ' 


« Forty thouſand men. And 1 believe the next work will be 'cuit- 


"*.ing of Tiroats. Tais was ſworn by Mr. Onkes before Sir Foba, 


Fridericke a Member of the Houſe. : 


 Mirians Pilki yton being preſent whetithe words were ſpoken 
doth .affi:m them : j , ſave only choſe , Thar ake King is refolveg co-- 


commit himſelf into.the Papiſts hands, - Thoſe, ſhe- doth norte 
member, By £5 '» FILES: 


Hexty You Fr a Diſtiller of hot-wargrs , Informed » That abone 
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:Fobn Granger of Da*k1n, informed, That ahout a year ſince, being 
in-bis Houſe reading the Bible, one Thow as Collins, a Papiſt, faid.rg 
him, Are you fila Charikkgoer? H 4 you' uot better rirn Roman Ca- 
tholique't If you ſtay till you are forced, noe will abide you. HE'Haid 
faxther,, That chere was a Man beyond-Sez had prophefied, The 
Sixty Six, sf the King did not {ejtle the Romiſh Reli g:61 31n England, be 
wenld be'\bancſbed aut of the \Kingdom, ant ill bis Poſterity.' And Colling 
fl hid, 7 hat b7 bring date'y turnet'a Ronian C whotrque , would not 
beaProteſtant agoin far all the Wortd! * He wiſlied" Granger agalth, in 
the hearing of his Wifz (which ſhe affirmed to the Committee). 7's 

,turnohir Religion ;: Fo? all the ſnid Prophecy wotlld come to paſs i 
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Roman $45 but curning Proteft ant, Infornied, = One Father 
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" Io panda MREAS of he args many Pirie, iaformed, 


Thac abqut ewo years fir Ce, one Mr..7 «Jeviſton | Papi  Prieff, and c cal- 
led by the name ot Father Garret, gid perſwad e him; td turn Pati, 


- andhe ſhould wan: neither profit nor preferment.” Mr: Corman ob- 


jectec, That he intended to practice the. Law, pF bieh he could ot 
do,-if tie turned Papift, becaufe he mult rake th 6 Oath of Eos 


at his being called tothe Barr.: | And if ie were a Papiſt, be muſt "fi6t | 


rake ic. Mr, Jeysſtonreplyed, . Why not take the ath 7 It js an 
unlawfull Oath and voyd, rpſo falls, And- after ſome pauſe, "ſaid fur- 
ther, /F rit take che Oath; and then Lwill. Convert yes. | He id fur< 
cher, Te King wilf not own himſelf to he Hzad of the Church. And 
ſatd further, You of England that ſet up the Dutch to deltF6y 'our 
Religion, .ſhai{ find. that they, (hall; be. Baſs 3 ule, of ro, pull down 


For rs, and conſequenty their Own at laſt. 29. 3.2 5k 
ifs: s tanker an Officer to the, Duke : art ik Trtlend jhlr: 
med; Thar comin © of; rang whe } .ONe of park : 
felf of, the » Ocfler.c WoFss, op m, the Pope 
to be Lord Primate Co nd . ME aurh,) and 
falling into ſome diſcourſe with 0.9 EA ſho Jews ad been 


a difference betwixt him and ſqme-ofher of the- on 
thargars ofthe onion nat, [Thar ong, Father be þ 
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Z 29 | <tr ken, did 4ifp pence i the Papi ts in Irthing, to take 
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ah of mY ce and: Suprems \ by airtaeafs Standss) g Com- 
{ren,from © he Dope. which , tl di to: do it; Dar | we. rbis K inp! ; 
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pre F; ond to FR e. Andilikewiſe. that he brought eight Boyes 
=_ on ies han. he incended to{carry for Flanderil to breed © 
up in ſome of the Colledges there. And ar his taking Shippingſto go 
F Flanders, He Shaket his Foot towards England, cterming it e/E+ 

, nd ſaid, He wogld not Rezurn to England, ul he came with F; ifty 
Tbanfand d men oi, heels. | 
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% French Mz zrchant, being a Pa iſt, ['ving i in Sr, Mitharly- Lare 
London, writes in a Letter to his riend, that a great Number of 
Men and Arms were ready he1ie, if thoſe be wrote to were ready 
there., He heing pon t the ingercepring this Letter Searched, Forty 
Firelocks were found in his houſe, ready Loaden ; which were carry- 
ed to Fiſhmongers Hall, a month ot more before the Fire, and be 
Commitrd to Priſon, but lince Releaſed. 


Ap poor woman retaining to one Belfons houſe: 2 Papilt, about D ay. 
hin i in Surrey, . was Sollicited , that ſhe and her. hnsband, would turn 
Roman. C atholsques ; which if they did voluntarily Now, they would 
be accepted of; Bur if thiey Raid a little longer, They wou'd be for- 
ced, whether they would or no; and then they would notbexſfteem- 
of This was Wepoſed before Sir Adam Brown, a Member of Par- 
lament... 
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A Complaint betr was apaitit a Snger Baker at Fox- Hall, his . 
houſe was Searcaed by Lieutenant Colonell Lutly, who found there 
ſeveral Guns with ſuch Lacks, as no Engliſh-man who was ( at the 
taking of them ) could diſcharge zo ether with braſs Blunder-Buſſes 


and Fire-works, of 3 a yet 'and iron, Nature.  Tryal be- 
ing made of a mall p art 0 he Materials 'were diſcerned, to 
X Sulphur, 4 Paley Go ; Whatever elle. s . 


In A Letter ro$x Fob, EB; fin and Mr. Nathaniel Heron, from 
Ho Tor j; FY EY "the $:þ. of i trac 1666." Subſcribed - Hevry 


Chowne. 
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Chewne: Wherein is mentioned , that. the fail Henry Chiwne had 
' thoughts to come to Londes that Week, but that they were in"Di- 
' AraQtion there, concerning the Papiſts, fearing, they would” ſhew 
themſelves all, that day :- And that he had been to. ſearch a Papiſts 
houſe within 6. miles of that place, . He with anorher Juſtice of 


Peace met with the Gentlemans* Brother (who is. 'PrieR') going to | 


London, whom they ſearched, and found a Lerter about him-which 
he had received that morning from his Sifter twenty miles off from 
him, Wherein is expreſſed, That a great Buſineſs is in hand, wot to be 
Comminted to Paper, as the T 1mes be. | 


ou? Committee have thought fi t0 groeno' Opinion npon theſe 
- . MJnformations; But leavethe matter of Fatt to your Inage- 
ments, | TR 


£ | 1 an Commanded to tell you, That your Committee have [rut 
other things of this Nature under thetr Inquiry. - 
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!A Safurther Inſtance of the Audacious and Inſolent behaviour of 

> cheſe Popiſh. Ren Seto Cop? of Verſes 
Made, and then Scattered abroad by ſotne of their Party in Yeſtm;n- 
Fer Hall, and ſeyeral other places about the City, and elſewhere .in 
che Kingdome, | | | 


ome Ia fern, yeeH ugonots,” 

That have ſo branded ws with Plots, j* 
And benceforth #0 moxe Bonfires make RR 1 
T ill ye arrive the Stygean Lake. | | E 
For down ye muſt yee Hereticks, 
For all your hopes of Sixty Six. | 7 ; | 
The hand agunft you ir fo ſteady, rs ans cane 


Your Babylon, 5s fats already. <5 n; ovicth " 
And if you will avoyd that happ; * 4FAÞ 5 6 F - 
Reinre into' your Mothers Lapp; us 21 81s | * 
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oppoſe. 
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forber Church 
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The Holy 
Great e385 are op e, and [ce thi way. 

| tome, PY Jou Cy ſave 4 7 | 
Teur Souls, your Lives, or ought you have. 
And if you Live till Sixty Saaves , 

Confeſs yoa had fair Warning given. 

T hen [ee in time, or e're be Bea, 

Short time will ſhew you what's behind. 


' Dated the 5th. day of November in the year 1666. and the firſ 
| year of 6he Reſtoration of the Church, of Zeme-in England... 
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N® long after the Burving of Loxdox, Mr. Brook Bridges a. young. 


E _entleman of the Temple; af he wis-going" to attend Divine 
Service inthe. Femple Chureh,.in. a Pew. thane found. this Following 
Paper, which immediately either by himſelf, ora Relation of his, 
was delivered to Sir Yillianms Morrice one of his Majefiies Principal. 
Secretaries of State ; the Contents of the Paper are as follows. 


AVVParning to Proteſtants. al 


| ary have been a Papi, from my Infancy, till of Late, and in 
Zeal for their horrid Principles, had too great a ſhare in the Fi- 
ring of the City. And did intend to do further miſchief to the Pro- 
teſtants (of which I am now and ever ſhali be-aMemher: ).do. upog. 
abhorrency of that Villany, and Religion that tice: moved me to.itg. 
declare to all Prpteftants, the Approach of theu Suddain Ruine, 

it may be preveated, 1.it be not too Lace. | 


WhenT, together with other Papifts, both- French, Iriſh, and 
Engliſh, he Tiry; Others were Imployed to Ms the- 
Proteſtants, we thinking _ to deftroy the Heads of - your Reli=. 
gion ; But the Mafſatte was diſappointe&by the Fear of him, who 
was the Chief Agent in this Villany.. And the Fire not having _ 
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all its Work, They have often endeavoured. to Fire the remaining 


Part. They intend likewiſe: to Land the French upon you : To 


whoſe Aſlititance they all intend co come, and for that Purpoſe are 


ſored with Arms : And have fo farre deceived the King, they 
have the Command of the moſt part of the Army, and the Sea Ports. 
The French intend to Land at Dover, that Garriſon being moſt Pga- 
Pits : And the Papilts in England, have expreſs command from Komwe, 
co hatten their bulineſs before the next Parliament; And to diſpatch 


Therefore as you love your Lives and Porcune, prevent your Ruine 


by Removing allthe Papifts in England, eſpecially Collonel gg 
from the-Towey = And the Lord Dowglaſs, and all his Adherents, 

Souldiers, from Dover, and by Diſfarming all Papiſts, T haveſuch an 
abborrency that I would willingly undergoe any Puniſhment for it, 
and declare my ſelf openly ;. were I not aſlured that I could do-you 
more good in concealing my name for the Preſent, Delay nor from 


following theſe Diredtions as you love your Lives ;- And be not, 


deceived by any Precences whatſoevyer.. 
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